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Individual Questionnaire for

Biographical Record of Ministers

(Compiled for the Synodical Historical Archives)

G
Personal Data: (Please give all information you can)

Douglas Julius Toepel
Full name:

Where: .Det

Baptized when and where  ......192.0^.. Holy.Re.daejxier..Chur.ch,DStnoit.r.Michigan.

by whom: E.QYg •. 0  J *•. .i t

If immigrant, date of arrival in America: located where:

Retired from active ministry when: why:

occupation:Located where:

if dead, what date: where: cause:

dateBuried where

date and place: .. DCS QtnaS.,. • Hq WH ,• .May  •30rle*54

Anna & Elmer PetersenHer parents:

If wife is dead, give date

(2) Second wife (if any; give same information about her)

:2333"when: "7.12" 4"2

2538"23" . 45̀ "3;7̀ 838"3.411.. 2̀ "Calif >"by whom  Car 0 4 8 .ULCA

of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church (in America) and its parent synods: 
The United Danish Ev. Luth. Church, The Danish Ev. Luth. Church Association 

in America and The Danish Ev. Luth. Church in North America.

Marriage: (1) to whom J R2 R "& . F e.t Q.VS

If not in above synods, when and where accepted as member pastor of our synod: • .June. .125.6.............

Confirmed when and where:

Wife^s birthdate and place: .  :?.¥ 0 6

location  Des. Moines^. lo^a



Children (give names and other information of interest, as occupation, spouse, and present address):

Educational Training: Give name of institution, location, and when attended.

Colleges (Give also degrees attained):

Theological Schools :

Other information on family of historical interest, i.e., members in the ministry, missionary work, teaching and med-
ical professions, etc.:

Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary,1953-1954 
(Berkeley, California)

4. . PJniy. Detroit.,. chigan,• A.R.,  Juna.194/^..................

University, of,Southern California 3 e eGraduate.S cho pl .1951(English.Lit).

University of Chicago, Divinity School, 1944-1945

Duke University, Divinity School, 1945-1947(B.D.)

High :̀ 2235".... . ::.chP.QI.. .13.$^.^011;.,.. . .Graduated ( ;5:



Honorary Degrees received (give name of institution and date):

6 0 A 00 p004 64 0 6 ç2 ä 0Other specific training:

Served, .in. ministry, .o^. Methodist • Church,. • 3;69 ; 75

served as Youth Secretary for synod for many years).

Ministerial Service. Please give in chronological order the names of congregations or charges served, and period of 
each.

Taught in secondary choo]s. Detroit. Michigan and

Compton, California

....paatar. .M. .Dfetrnit.Ki.chisan. suburbs. .................. ............... ..........
Served as pastor of Temple Lutheran Church, Sanyrancisco,1253-19^6 
........-....... (ULCA)....

....................................... Tôr eslioft  • pèrïôU* of ' tinïëê
Additional comment on above: .................. . ................... . . . . .....................

'Accepted** call* * à s' *associat*é* 'pastor *iri* Z*Pâürf s * tùtKèràn* 'Chùr cfiytÿnvzood,
California (UELC) in January 956. (UELC was synod of my v/ife who



Other activities and official services-at-large (teaching, chaplaincy, editorial, etc., and period of each):

0 4#4  .02:$ ;?o 0 3 " 0 00 ; 0 4 0 03;7;

Literary production (books and pamphlets) : Give titles and when published.

Additional information of interest:

SignedDate

Return this report as soon as possible to P• ,+ SEN
7 3 373 ( 732 "
Q
DNC T.

Offices held in Synod and Districts, and when:

' Chairman, UELC Pastors, L.A. area, 958

NOTE: Our previous biographical records were lost in the tragic fire that destroyed the office building of the Luther-
an Publishing House, Blair, Nebr., Febr. 15, 1953, where the synodical historian also had his office. This accounts for 
the detailed questionnaire now. In the case of deceased members of our clergy we are largely dependent upon living 
members of their family for correct data. Be assured all cooperation in gathering this historically important data will 
be highly appreciated. Please fill in what you can, perhaps with the assistance of others acquainted with subject.
Furthermore, if you have clippings or other material about the person concerned, especially a photo or picture of him, 
and we may either have it or borrow it, please send it along. All our collection of cuts was also ruined in the fire. 
If you can refer us to any person, book or paper that can inform us further, we shall be very much obliged to you.



PASTOR DOUGLAS J. TOEPEL

(Recommended by Pastors Harry D. Durkee and Allan D. Hansen)

I was iborn January 16, 1920 in De-
troit, Michigan. I was raised and con-
firmed in the German Evangelical 
Synod of North America which is the 
American extension of the State 
Church of Prussia. I received my A.B. 
in Sociology from Wayne University, 
Detroit.

I received my first year of theo-
logical training at the University of 
Chicago Divinitiy School and com-
pleted my next two years of work 
for the B.D. degree at the Duke Uni-
versity Divinity .School. From this

Methodist school I continued my work 
as a pastor in the Methodist Church 
(Detroit) for five years. Because I 
desired a sounder theological founda-
tion, I turned to the Lutheran Church. 
I studied for one year at the Pacific 
Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Berkeley, California, and for three 
years following was pastor at Temple 
Lutheran Church, San Francisco (UL 
CA).

In May, 1954, I was married by 
Pastor Bondo to Juanita Petersen of 
the Highland Park Lutheran Church, 
Des Moines, Iowa. Last November I 
received a call to become Associate 
Pastor at St. Paul's Lutheran Church, 
Lynwood through Pastor Allan D. 
Hansen. He had been our Evangelist 
at Temple Lutheran Church earlier in 
the year, and my wife had known him 
previously through Luther League as-
sociations.

After serious consideration and much 
prayer I felt it was the definite lead-
ing of the Lord that I should enter 
this new door of opportunity that He 
had opened unto me. I have (been very 
happy working with Pastor Hansen 
and iSt. Paul's congregation, and I 
feel sure my decision was e right 
one.

$ 5


